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man to contmbute in proportion ‘tothe in- 


et goes it cannot be considered inequitable. No 
, | doubt there are other respects in which it is 


a ‘classes, at 


oa iviecmiidblnd ool: held its annnal 
meeting last evening and elected officers for the 
ensuing year. The matter of erecting a hall for 
the Society was referred to a committee. 

The trial of Wu. Dickey forthe murder 
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and every method which can be devised for 
raising money involves unequal pressure, and 
possibly real hardships, for some portion 
of the community. It cannot be alleged . 
against the income tax that it restricts 
trade, or that it destroys any particular in- 
terest connected with our commerce—the 
shipping interest, for example. It does not 


| directly tend to make clothing dear, or coals, 


or any article required for the household. 
People pay it outnght, and they know that 
they will not come upon it again in any other 


‘shape. Eminent political economists have 


toaay | TO ROW endeavored to convince the world 


that a system of directtaxation exclusively 
is really thé best for every nation.’ The 


b- | pinch would come oace 8 year instead of 





every day in the year. But the majority of 
men prefer to give away their money by m- 
stallments, at eee 


: pay it down in one round sum. 


Governments hate to recognize this preju- 


} dice—if it be a prejudice, and not a sound 


Setnctple ; and. henge it is that on a sidden 


the “rule of thumb.” It ordinarily takes 
some years to rectify the mistakes of large 
and sudden levies. England, for example, is 
only just extricating herself from the confu- 
‘sion into which long wars and exhausted 


on | treasuries threw her whole aystem of finance. 








‘The same revision is needed in this country. 
England raises a revenue of nearly £73,000,- 
000, conmderably less than » third of which 
ieproduced by. customs duties; the larger 


| Dortion being derived: trom, texstion in. mors: 
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and, | tins in'the gold or stock 


open” to’ ‘Ohjéction, but the poorer 


least, onght never. to object. to it, 
for it leaves them alone. The more money'a 
man ‘makes the more he pays over to the 


more 


‘Government ‘ag his share of income tax _, 
There is nothing oppressive in this arrange- 


ment. The: .World complains that it 
des ‘not’ touch ‘the hundreds“ ‘of mil- 
Vions of Gollars invested in real "estate, 
‘which yields no revenue until it is sold. "This 


is an argument for taxing real estate, but 


not for letting incomes gd untaxed. The plea 
that the impost falleupon daily labor and ex- 
ertion as inexorably as, it does upon ac- 
quired proptrty has more force in it; indeed, 


it is the one standard objection to the income | 


tax which Prat, the father of xt, ahd Giap- 
STONE, the godfather, only attempt to rebut 
by the counter. plea of “ stegn necessity.” 
Governments must live, and to ‘live they 
must havé money. When an administration 
comes forward to the people and frankly 
says, “It is possible to geton with an income 
tax of three per.cent. instead of five, buat 
if you reduce it to a lower pomt you upset 
every calculation we are able to make;”— 
what iste bedone? It is the duty of those 
who propose the anolition of the tax to show 
how the money. so sacrificed may be made 
up from other sources. This problem neither 
the Zribune nor the World attacks. It is 
always easier to condemn an existing tax 
than to invent a new one. The Government 


-has no reason to worship the income tax, but 


if wants the ‘monty raised by it, and’ if it 
loses that thoney in oné way it' will be com- 
pelted to seek for it in another. ‘What alter- 
native impost have the objectors to the in- 


Come tax to propose 7 


| RRC SRE ERENT SEN Re 
Sard Times. 

It “hard times” are-at hand, as many be- 
lieve, it must be remembered that we have 
had very little of them formany years. To our 
own surprise and that of the world, we fin- 
ished. tremendous civil war without any 
severe financial disasters. The salaried class- 


08, it is true, suffered much from the depreci- 


ation of the currency, and the ordinary 
‘wage-class for a short period; but the latter 
soon received such enormous siibsidies in 
bounties and’ so much additional employ- 
ment in ‘various Girections from Goy- 
ernment, that they at length  reach- 
ed .®. more prosperous condition than 
before the war. Immense branches of pro- 


Auction and industry. were profitably em- 


ployed during the struggle by the public au- 
thorities, so that the war closed leaving the 
railroads, for instance, the farmers and a 
portion of the manufacturers in such pros- 
perity asthey had not seen for a generation. 
But it is impossible for a gation ‘to eat its 
cake and still have it. We cannot expend 
our hundreds of millions, and still be as well 
off as we were before. We have, | in- 
deed, . transferred some ‘of our - bur. 
dens to another generation, but we 
still. must have many to bear. The 
apparent gains. to certain . classes during 
the war led them into the wildest. extrava- 
gance, and there has been an unbounded 
spirit of speculation, owing m part ‘to the 


‘influence of # redundant currency. Produc- 


tive employments have been too much 
abandened, and young men have hurried to 
‘the cities to make sudden’ fortunes by quick | 


tnarkets. The 
general style of living has become more ex- 


' F ‘wealthy, Aaron arent ening i 
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person for the same offices, or who should, 
after having recommended one for an office 

without 
withdrawing his recommendation on file; 
and had he further declared that any mem- 
ber of Congress who should support an ap- 
Dlicant for office fora pecuniary considera- 
tion, or in pursuance of any corrupt agree- 
ment or understanding—or that any Senater 
or Representative who shovld receive any 
money or other valuable consideration from 
an officeholder whose appointment he had 
recommended, should be guilty of a misde- 
meanor,—he would have struck at s growing 
evil, convinced the people of ‘the sincerity 
of his effort to effect a reform in the abuses 
connected with the administration of the 
Government, and commended his proposi- 
tion te the favorable consideration of the 
people. ‘But when he attempts to convert 
an act of duty inte a misdemeanor, it) will 
be difficult for him to convines the people 
that his measure is not absurd as well as 
unjust, 

The Senator having undertaken, however, 
to regulate the abuses arising out of the in- 
tercourse between members of Congress and 
the Executive Department, and to read a leo- 
‘tare on Congressional: dignity and depart- 
mental independence—all of which we admit 
was much needed—his attention may be 
called to one or two additional abuses in this 
connection which séem to us worthy his at- 
tention. 

First in order, then, 1s the practice of mem- 
bers mixing in the controversies which arise 
between the Departments and the taxpayer. 
In 1858 an act of Congress was passed which 
prohibited any Senator or Representative 
in Congress from:acting, “ for any compensa- 
tion paid or agreed to be paid, as agent or 
attorney in prosecuting any claim against 
the United States.” The letter of this act, 
strictly construed, does not, perhaps, pre- 
vent menibers of Congress from acting as 
claim agents, provided their compensation is 
political support, given or to be given, rather 
than “a compensation paid or to be paid.” 
And possibly it be said to prohibit 
them from claims which the Gov- 
ernment may make against the citizen. But 
it is very clear that the evil.which Con- 
gress sought to remedy was the exercise of 
Congressional influence upon clerks and the 
subordinates of Departments before whom 
theese claims were pending. The spirit of 
this statute, if not its letter, is habitually 
violated. Go into the Internal Revenue De- 
partment any morning’ between the hours of 
9.and 12, and you will see Represeritatives 
waiting in the ante-room to obtain an inter- 
view with the head of the Department re- 
specting some controvergy involving meney, 
which has arisen between a constituent and 
the Government. In important controversies 
between the Department and great whisky 
or tobacco thieves, you may be sure that in a 
majority of cases the thief will either directly 
or indirectly be represented before the De- 
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|| meanor for any member of Congress to advo- | n 
cate or vote for any measure in which he | sis 


has a direct pecuniary interest ? 
' —_s!_ 


A Very Bad Business, " 


‘There is a pleasant prospect for Whter. Not | de 


only have we more than the average number 


and variety of thieves to cope with, but our | 


chosen protectors aré turning against us. If 
yen put a man in Police uniform he has a de- 
cided advantage over the common-looking 
‘rascal, for people are very ‘apt,to repose'con- 
fidence in him, and to trust life and property 
in his hands. ‘This view of the case seoms to 
have occurred to certain members of the 
City Police foree. They have noticed that 
the wicked man flourishes and grows apace 
in this community, and decided to'go into 


rate we shall soon have one-half of the Po- | 


lice engaged in locking up the other half. 
In every policeman we shall see a man ready 
to ease. us of our. pocketbooks and watches. 
Without quoting the stock line of Jivenar 
on the subject, we may safely say that this 
is &@ most inconvenient state of affairs to be- 
gin the dark nights with. 

No doubt the reader has already perused 
the dolefal nartative of Grorce W. WELIS. 
If not, he can easily turn to it. It is enough 
to unsettle one’s faith in the stability of the 


“universe. Is everything a delusion? , Surely 


a number of fairly-paid and carefully-picked 
men might reasonably be trusted to perform 
the duties of constables in a civilized city. 
The thing has been heard of before. They 
say they have a very tolerable force of the 
kind in Japan, and you may see one at work 
any day in the wilds of British India. 
What is more, a native policeman would as 
soon take up a white man as anybody elge— 
so little prejudiceexists in those parta on the 
score of race-or © color, But. we, it 
ecéms, ate meyer to believe in the 
policeman sgaii. The. light of his Isntern, 
instead of guiding us to a haven of safety, 
only leads our feetinto the pit. In other 
climes the constable is. found to be prone to 
a certain weakness for cold mutton and the 
cook. It is but human, and while the police- 
man has nothing worse than a leg of mutton 
or a rabbit ple on his conscience, he may 
hope to find pardon. But here, he is taking 
to the old trade of cut-purse. Gzorax W. 
‘Weis, citizen of Kentucky, was goiig 
home after a mild sort of carouse. Two of 
our worthy guardians undertook to. escort 


‘Ibis clear that here ‘ig a CNET Hy» 
which nruch can be said on both: ‘sides, If 
the Legislature had the power to 4 the. 
mode of if they had not, 
then the article bas bever been penpesiyenb- | » 
mitted, and is not adopted at all,—they bad 


as much tight to.separate the. Judiciary ar. 


tiele from the fifth section of the fourteenth 
article of the Constitution as from any other, 
or all others. Now, the Act of Submission is 
clearly enough framed, and vo far as words 
are concerned, it does not. provide for the 
separate ‘submission of the Judiciary 
article, qualified by the fifth section of 
the eleventh article, but for the submis- 
‘sion of the Judiciary article alone, and also 
that if » majority of votes were m favor of 
the article which they thus separately sub- |. 
mitted, “then” that article “shall be the 
sixth article of thp Constitution of the State.” 
Whether “then” means “at that time,” or 
. “in that, case,” it would seem that the article 
must now be the sixth article of our p 

‘Constitution. preg te pe tye 

Eee 
The gold panic And gold frands'dt Septem- 

ber last ste. to be investigated by the ‘House 
Banking Committee, which owes to Congress 
and the people a thorough exposure of the in- 
iquity. The inquiry instituted by the Grand 
Jury here ended in smoke. . But there ts un- 
doubtedly a mystery to be with which 
only the ample powers of = Congressional Comi- 


mittee can satisfactorily contend. Let us 60 


who really Were implicated in the 

and the agencies through which tney 

te came ian ot ven ra 
the whole truth. 


~ The. Special Cilalentaibiie Rovdenn 
should devoutly pray to be delivered from’ his 
Free Trade friends. Their praise of his farth- 
commg report, of which, properly, they 
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nual ‘the: British \Goverettent is 


Md more soldiers are to be sent to the 
island, making 90,000 in all, 60 say nothing the 
armed Police. At this distance we 
of the exact extent of the trouble thus te be 
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